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People who are forcibly displaced suffer a 
wide range of daily challenges, from food 
supply, accommodation, healthcare and 
communications. One of these challenges 
is maintaining adequate hygiene in 
restricted environments. In Europe in 
particular, dermatological problems are 
extremely common as a result of living in 
a damp conditions over long periods of 
time. Issues can include trench foot, 
athlete’s foot and various other skin 
diseases. 
 
Chaleur is a simple,  low-cost heater and drying device that helps to keep people warm and 
comfortable, and can dry essential clothing items. It is designed to be used in refugee camps 
and informal settlements.  
 
The device consists of a small metal structure which holds small tea-light candles inside. It is 
shaped in such a way to safely & efficiently transfer heat from the hot air produced by the 
candles onto the contact area. 
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